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LPI Data: Housing Costs Burdens Purchasing
Power of Latinos
New data released by the Latino Policy Institute at Roger Williams University and
HousingWorks RI reveals a persistent housing cost burden for Latino renter
households in Rhode Island
February 27, 2014 Public A airs Sta 
PROVIDENCE, R.I. – New data released today by the Latino Policy Institute (LPI) at Roger Williams
University and HousingWorks RI reveals a persistent housing cost burden for Latino renter
households in Rhode Island. The new infographic measures the decreased purchasing power
facing these Latino households by quantifying the amount of money being spent on housing.
Three quarters of Latino households in Rhode Island rent, compared to 40 percent of households
statewide. More than half of these Latino households are considered housing cost-burdened,
meaning they spend more than 30 percent of their income on housing. Moreover, one-third of
Latino renter households are severely housing-burdened, spending more than 50 percent of their
income on housing.
“We are troubled that so many Latino renters are spending such large percentages of their incomes
on housing because it means they have little money le  over for non-discretionary items, let alone to
fully participate in their local economies,” said LPI Director Anna Cano Morales. “If we can address
housing a ordability for Latinos, this young and fast-growing demographic can play an even larger
role in Rhode Island’s economic growth.”
The data released today quanti es the decreased purchasing power that results from housing cost
burdens. HousingWorks RI analysis shows that altogether, cost-burdened Latino renter households
in Rhode Island spend an estimated $152.7 million on rent and utilities each year. If these renters
were in homes that were a ordable to them, they would spend an estimated $70 million annually
on rental and utility payments, leaving roughly $82 million to be circulated into other parts of the
economy.
“The annual savings generated by alleviating housing cost burdens would allow more Latinos to
pursue such dreams as homeownership and higher education, or even purchase necessities such as
healthcare and reliable transportation,” said Nicole Lagace, the Interim Executive Director for
HousingWorks RI. “We encourage policymakers to consider how housing a ordability a ects local
economies and develop strategies to ease the housing cost burden facing so many of our state’s
renters.”
The median Latino household income in Rhode Island is $30,329. HousingWorks RI’s analysis was
limited to those cost-burdened Latino renter households with an income of $39,000 or less
annually.
To learn more about the Latino Policy Institute at Roger Williams University, visit
http://rwu.edu/about/partnerships-initiatives/lpi.


